
1745 University Avenue  –  Saint Paul, MN 55119  –  Phone: 651-492-7106  –  info@germanschool-mn.org 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

REMINDER: Early Release – Every Wednesday – 2:30pm 
 

Don’t miss Curriculum Night / Meet-the-Board event this 
Thursday, Sept. 24 - 5 to 7 pm! 

 

• PTO Community Cookbook – Recipes wanted! 

With all the hot dish recipes flying around here, it only makes sense to put 
together a TCGIS Community Cookbook!  Submit your favorite recipes by October 

15 to Leslie Watson, leslie38@comcast.net.   Please include your name, your 

kid(s)’ name and class, and any brief background you’d like to share about your 

recipe.   The recipe can be for Auflauf, other German or family favorites, or 
anything else--the only requirement is that it be tested and approved by you!  Any 

of our kids who like to cook are also encouraged to submit a recipe.  Our 

Community Cookbook will be available later this fall at a very modest price.   
 

• Fall Merchandise Sale 

Reminder: Order forms are due back by Friday, September 26. Please make 

checks out to “TCGIS PTO”. 
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Contents and Attachments: 
Kaffeeklatsch, Coupon Exchange, New Look to Lunch Menu, Curriculum Night /Meet 
the Board Event Schedule, Calendar Sept./Oct., PTO Auflauf Cook-Off & Community 
Dinner Flyer, Classroom Parent Info, PTO Bulb Fundraiser, Parent German Classes 



 

Kaffeeklatsch 
 
Come join us this Friday the 25th in 
the basement cafeteria of the school 
just after morning drop off for some 
coffee and conversation.  Bring a treat 
to share if you'd like, and don't forget 
to be "green" by bringing your own 
mug.  Along the lines of being green, 
we will be having a Blue Sky Guide 
coupon swap during Kaffeeklatsch.  
We will also be selling the new 2010 
Blue Sky Guide- The Best of What's 
Green and Local.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 

2009 Coupon exchange  

at Friday’s Kaffeeklatsch! 
 

TCGIS parents, led by Tanja Brandt 
and Gina Vader, will host our first 
Blue Sky Guide coupon exchange 
during this week’s Kaffeeklatsch on 
Friday morning. The 2009 Blue Sky 
Guide coupons expire on November 
30, 2009, and we should avoid 
throwing our unused or unwanted 
coupons away – someone else might 
be interested in using them! If you 
would like to be part of the first Blue 
Sky Guide coupon exchange, please 
bring your 2009 Blue Sky Guide/s to 
the Kaffeeklatsch on Friday. Everyone 
will have a chance to look through the 
Guides and exchange coupons. 
 

If you don’t have a Blue Sky Guide, 
please come anyway to enjoy the 
coffee, socializing with other parents, 
and to possibly to pick up a coupon or 
two.  
 

Hope to see you at the Kaffeeklatsch! 

 

 

 

Get Your 2010 Blue Sky 

Guides! 
 
This year’s Blue Sky Guide coupon 
book is here and ready to use. Get 
yours now to start saving around 
town! 
 

The Blue Sky Guide is full of great 
deals at local businesses around town, 
including food coupons, coupons for 
hardware stores, local children’s 
stores, REI, theaters and restaurants, 
and much more. Pick up your copy at 
the front desk for $20, which is good 
now through October 2010. 
Remember that for every book we 
sell, we keep $10 to support our 
students and teachers. 
 

Just put your $20 cash or check in the 
PTO payment box (note Blue Sky 
Guide on your envelope). 
 

Questions? Contact Kate Olson (Elliot, 
3A) at kathryn.a.olson@gmail.com. 
 

And thank you for your support. 
 

NEW LOOK TO TCGIS 

LUNCH MENU! 
 

This month’s lunch menu has a 
different look, and will hopefully be 
easier to use. Please indicate in the 
columns on the right side of the form 
whether you want to order regular 
“lunch”, “vegetarian lunch” (when 
available) or “milk only”.  This will 
also be our new method for “milk 
only” families to pay for milk up front 
at the beginning of the month. Return 
the right hand side of the form to the 
school office with your payment and 
keep the menu portion for your 
records! Don’t forget to mark your 
copy with info about which lunches 
you ordered for the month! 



• 

• 
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Register Now for TCGIS’s First Ever 
 

     
 

 

 
 

Auflauf Cook-Off & 
Community Dinner! 

 

Friday, October 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Salvation Army Community Center 
2727 Central Ave NE, Minneapolis 

 
Winners in Each of Three Categories: 
 German Traditional (a/k/a Auflauf) 
 American Traditional (a/k/a Hot Dish--tater tots 

optional) 
 Spicy/Vegetarian/Other 

Plus Grand Prize and People’s Choice Winners! 
 

Order forms and contestant 
registration info available at the 

front desk or online at 
www.tcgispto.org/Auflauf.php  

 
This nearly zero-waste, 99% recyclable &  
compostable event is sponsored by the 

TCGIS Parent-Teacher Organization. 

Space is Limited—Buy 
Your Tickets Today! 

$9 – Adult (Regular) 
$5 – Adult (Contestant)  
$5 - Kids (5 and up) 
Little ones are free! 

 



TCGIS Auflauf Cook­Off & Community Dinner  
 
Everything You Need to Know: 

• The event is on Friday, 10/23, at 6:00 p.m. at the Salvation Army Center, 2727 Central 
Avenue NE, Minneapolis.   

• The contest has three separate categories:  German traditional (Auflauf), American 
traditional, and Spicy/Vegetarian/Other. 

• You don’t need to enter the competition to attend. After the judging, the event will turn into 
a community dinner so that everyone can enjoy the contestants’ masterpieces.   

• Contestants pay a reduced ticket price of $5.  You can enter up to two hot dishes, but only 
one discounted ticket is available per family.    

• The PTO will supply a kid‐friendly noodle dish, beverages, fruit, rolls, and cake. The 
Salvation Army Center has an indoor playroom next to the fellowship hall where the kids 
can run around and burn off steam.   

• The Auflauf Cook­Off will be Zero Waste!  All food waste and servingware will be composted.  
Please try to compost and recycle as you prepare your competition entry! Many thanks to 
the Eastside Food Co‐op for allowing us to use their commercial composting facility. 

• Space is limited, so register and buy your tickets early! 
• We will need volunteers to help with set‐up, clean‐up, and keeping an eye on the playroom.   

Please email Leslie Watson, leslie38@comcast.net, if you can help out.  
• Recipes will be featured in the TCGIS Community Cookbook, to be published later this fall.  

If you’d like to submit a favorite recipe for the Cookbook—for auflauf or anything else—
please email it to Leslie Watson by October 15! 

 
Special Instructions for Contestants:   

1. Buy tickets for yourself (reduced rate) and family members.  
2. Indicate on the form which category you intend to enter:  German Traditional, American 

Traditional, or Spicy/Vegetarian/Other.  Because space is limited, please do not register for 
the contest unless you are sure you can enter a hot dish! 

3. Email the name of your dish to Renee Moelders, renee@themoelders.com, no later than 
October 15.  If you want your recipe published in the TCGIS Community Cookbook, please 
also submit that by October 15.  All contest entry information will be kept confidential until 
after the contest! 

4. On the day of the contest, please deliver your entry no later than 5:45 p.m.  Your dish 
should be completely cooked and ready to serve. You will receive your competition number 
at the check‐in table. 

5. The facility has limited oven space to warm up dishes, which will be available on a first‐
come, first‐served basis starting at 5:00 p.m.  (We recommend bringing your dish hot and 
ready to serve.)  Judging will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m.; entries delivered after 5:45 may 
not make it to the judging table in time, so please do not be late! 

6. We will have some serving spoons available, but bring your own if you can. 
7. Once the judging is complete, join the dinner line and enjoy all the great contest entries.  
8. Be sure to vote for your own dish in the People’s Choice contest! 
9. While you wait for the winners to be announced, enjoy a slice of the World’s Best Sheet 

Cake from The Baker’s Wife Pastry Shop. 
 
Email Leslie, leslie38@comcast.net, if you have any  questions.   May the best recipe win! 



TCGIS Auflauf Cook­Off & Community Dinner 
Ticket Purchase & Contestant Registration Form 

 
Name:       ___________________________________________  Email: _______________________________________ 

 
Are you entering the contest?   _____________      If so,  how many entries?       1  or  2 

 
Which category(ies)?  (Circle:) 

 
German Traditional       American Traditional         Spice/Vegetarian/Other 

 
No. of Tickets:   

 
 
Adult – Regular: 

 
___________ 

 
x $9 

 
= ______________ 

Adult – Contestant 
(max 1 per family): 

 
___________ 

 
x $5 

 
= ______________ 

 
Child – 5 and up: 

 
___________ 

 
x $5 

 
= ______________ 

 
Child – Under 5: 

 
___________ 

 
(free) 

 

     
TOTAL: 

 
$_______________ 

 
 
 

Please make checks payable to the TCGIS PTO.  Drop this order form and your check 
in the PTO box at the front desk.     
 
Don't forget to send your recipe to Renee Moelders, renee@themoelders.com, or Leslie 
Watson, leslie38@comcast.net, by October 15 if you’d like it to be included in the TCGIS 
Cookbook to be published later this fall.  
 
Good luck! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
 
The Brent & Becky’s Bulbs fundraiser is underway! 
 
Of special interest to TCGIS gardeners, this low-key fundraiser offers a 
simple way to raise money for the school. Brent & Becky's Bulbs is an 
online bulb and nursery retailer with a fantastic selection and a great 
reputation for quality and service. Through their "Bloomin' Bucks" program, 
the company will donate 25% of all sales to a designated organization.  It's 
easy to participate: 

 
1. Visit www.bloominbucks. com (no "g"). Select the TCGIS PTO from 

the list of organizations. 
 

2. You will then be redirected to the Brent & Becky's Bulbs website, 
where you can browse and place your order. 
 

3. The company will send a check to the TCGIS PTO for 25% of 
anything you buy--bulbs, gardening accessories, perennials, etc.   

 
If you're planning to plant bulbs this year, consider trying Brent & Becky's!  
 
Please feel free to send this information along to other gardeners you know 
who might like to support TCGIS.   Thank you! 



 

 

EXCLUSIVE! German Classes for TCGIS Parents 

Wishing you could help your student with Hausaufgaben? 

Have you forgotten all the German you learned in high school? 

Wanting to bring more German to the dinner conversation? 

 
Hunter Goetzman will be offering German classes this year exclusively for 
TCGIS families. Classes will be offered throughout the year with 6-8 weekly 
meetings. ALL LEVELS WELCOME. 
 
Beginner A: (6 weeks, $75) 
The basics of German vocabulary necessary for helping your student with 
homework and basic pronunciation.  
 
Beginner B: (8 weeks, $100) 
Basic German skills of Beginner A, but with some emphasis on conversation 
and comprehension. 
 
Intermediate: (8 weeks, $100) 
Go beyond the basics and begin to speak German with your child(ren). Also a 
good refresher for those who have learned, but forgotten, German. 
 
Advanced: (8 weeks, $100) 
Get into advanced grammar topics and conversation skills. This class will have 
you building vocabulary and learning different ways to express yourself. 
 

Send an email to hunter.goetzman@gmail.com with 
your name, phone/email and desired level.  

[This is required so I can get scheduling preferences!] 

 

Not sure yet? 
Come to a FREE, all-level introduction class and info 

session on Thursday, October 1st, 6:30 to 8:00 




