


October 28, 2009

Educating children for active, informed world citizenship
Andere horen, andere sehen, weltoffen denken und handeln.

Dear Families,

Conflict Resolution

It’s true. Your child may have been in the principal’s office and you didn’t know about it. It’s
traditional that a visit to the principal’s office means only one thing. You’re in trouble. We’re
working to broaden that image. Occasionally a teacher will drop off a student in my office and
generally that does mean things weren’t going quite the way they ought to. Sometimes the
message is crystal clear and we can go straight to appropriate discipline. Sometimes it isn’t
though. Often the stories are more complex and I like to understand the whole story before |
respond to half of it. Therefore I’ve told teachers, “Don’t send me one kid. Send me two — or
the group.” Messages | want kids to receive as they talk through what happened with me or
with other staff include: 1)Conflict is normal. 2)Being involved in a conflict doesn’t mean
you’re a bad person — or that the other person is. 3)Stories of what happened sound different
when told from different perspectives. All perspectives contain truths. 4)Asking for help to talk
about a problem is a smart thing to do. 5)You can make a plan to prevent a problem in the
future. We will be in touch with you if an action by your child results in injury to another child
or if your child has been injured at school.

No Toys at School A group of kids have enjoyed carrying small toys in their pockets which
they enjoyed trading with each other. This practice was disruptive during instructional time,
contentious during lunch and recess and sometimes left your families without your toys. Please
ask kids to leave their toys home. Teachers will keep them if they are confiscated at school.
Thanks.

Pick Up Logistics On rainy days please come inside to pick up your children. If you have a
younger sibling sleeping in a car seat, you may be able to ask another parent to get your child.
Please do not park your car in the drive around loop. There have been several instances where
people parked in the handicapped parking space nearest the ramp have gotten parked in. Thanks
for your attentiveness.

Please contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Annika Fjelstad
Director
Twin Cities German Immersion School
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Background

Since its founding, the mission of the TCGIS has been to prepare its
students for active world citizenship. One of the goals from the
beginning has been to introduce a third language in the middle school
program.

Planning for this introduction has extended over the past three years,
and has involved task forces, parent surveys and external consultation
with experts in language acquisition.

As the Director, Staff and Board work together to finalize and
implement this addition, many factors will be taken into consideration.
Final input from the parent community was requested to gain a better
understanding of the issue from that perspective. This input will be
weighed alongside educational, operational and financial aspects when
making the final decisions.



Method

- Parent input was collected through the use of an online survey:
— The “Elternbrief list” was used as a basis for contacting parents.

— Each household received one survey, to which all adults in the
household were invited to contribute.

— Up to three reminders were sent to increase patrticipation.

- 123 surveys were completed, for a response rate of 81%! This
yields a sampling error of +/-4% at the 95% confidence level.



The third language is important to more than
three-quarters of survey participants.

7% Not Important

(2% not very + 5% not at all)

1% Not Sure

=

46% Very Important

11% Neutral

36% Somewhat Important

Important 82%

g. 1 How important is the third language to your family? (n=123)



About half believe Spanish more effectively serves
their goals; one-quarter indicated Chinese.

Goals for those who
answered “Both” or
“Not Sure” (n=24):

» General benefits of a
third language (16)

 Learn about another
culture/gain cultural
competency (10)

Goals for those who

answered “Chinese” (n=23):

 Learn about another
culture/gain cultural
competency (15)

» General benefits of a third
language (13)

+ Career opportunities (9)

* Neural development (2)

g. 2 What are your hopes for the third language...? (n=106 Answering, Multiple Mentions Accepted, Top Mentions reported in raw numbers)

8% Not Sure

14% Both

Chinese 22%

56% Spanish

Goals for those who
answered “Spanish” (n=59):

» General benefits of a third
language (31)

« Can be used locally/common
in the US (21)

 Learn about another
culture/gain cultural
competency (20)

* Proficiency is attainable (6)
+ Could continue in HS (6)

» Good complement to German
(5)
» World language (4)

+ Career opportunities (3)

g. 3 ...Considering your hopes for the third language, would your goals be more effectively served by Chinese or Spanish? (n=123)




The majority reported no concerns
with regard to the third language.

15% Not Sure

22% Yes

g. 4 Does your family have any concerns about the addition of the third language? (n=123)



Of those who have concerns, comments
centered on the trade-offs, additional pressure
on students, and worry about Chinese.

« What will we give up in order to provide the third language? (23)
— Loss of core curriculum (math, science, English)
— Less focus on German
— Some students will be left behind/Are German skills strong enough?
« The third language will put additional pressure on our students (14)
— Additional time constraints on already full schedule
— Additional homework
« Specific concerns about Chinese (12)

— Pedagogical concerns: Are memorization requirements too great; is it too challenging;
will students have enough hours of instruction to really develop their skills?

— Chinese is “not as practical” as Spanish
— Chinese is “fashionable” now

» Positive comments about Spanish, in relation to Chinese (9)

Do we have the resources necessary to support implementation? (5)
* Please make it optional! (5)

« It's not necessary/Wait until the school is more established (4)

g. 5 Please share your concerns... (n=37, multiple mentions, top mentions reported in raw numbers)



About half would be likely, one-third unlikely,

to enroll their child(ren) in Chinese.

6% Not Sure

24% Very Unlikely

31% Unlikely /

7% Somewhat Unlikely

9% Neutral

38% Very Likely

54% Likely

16% Somewhat Likely

g. 6 If families have a choice to enroll their child(ren) in Chinese, how likely would you be to

register your child(ren)? (n=122)




More than three-quarters would be likely, only
5% unlikely, to enroll their child(ren) in Spanish.

5% Unlikely

(3% very + 2% somewhat)

3% Not Sure

-

10% Neutral

58% Very Likely

24% Somewhat Likely

82% Likely

g. 7 If families have a choice to enroll their child(ren) in Spanish, how likely would you be to register

your child(ren)? (n=122)



Side-by-side comparison of “Likelihood to Enroll”

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

31% Unlikely

54% Likely

5% Unlikely

82% Likely

Chinese

Spanish

percentages, as shown in previous slides.

H Not Sure

EVery Unlikely

[0 Somewhat Unlikely
[ Neutral

B Somewhat Likely
[OVery Likely

g. 5/6 If families have a choice to enroll their child(ren) in Chinese/Spanish, how likely would you be
to register your child(ren)? (n=122)



More than half of the survey participants
offered final comments primarily to support the general
idea,or to advocate for one language over the other.

General positive comments about the third language (18)
— We're excited about the third language!
— Both languages have advantages
Negative comments about the third language (8)
— TCGIS should focus on core subjects, German, arts
—  The third language will add too much pressure
Negative comments about the choices (13)
—  Would have preferred French, Latin, or other language
Positive comments about Spanish (18)
— Can be used in our community, in the US
— “Attainable” given the limited number of instructional hours
— Students can continue in High School
— It's a world language
Negative comments about Spanish (4)
— One can learn Spanish “anytime”
Positive comments about Chinese (16)
— It would be great to offer a “non-European” language
— It's a unique opportunity for TCGIS students
— Chinese should be started at a young age
— Better cognitive development
Negative comments about Chinese (9)
—  Will we lose students?
— Do we have the resources to support it?

g. 7 Please share any comments... (n=72, multiple mentions accepted, top mentions reported in raw numbers)



Help collect money fo
=2 for UNIGEF, "UNICEF

for 1 thirsty kid

provides nutriton  Because every kid counts!
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TCGIS Kids Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF!

provides school
supplies to 20 kids

provides emergency
blankets to 37 kids

immunizes 550 kids
against measles

This year, TCGIS is participating in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, the annual Halloween campaign that
raises money to support UNICEF’s relief efforts around the world. Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF introduces
children to the idea that they can make a difference in the world by volunteering in service to others.

UNICEF’s goal is to reduce the number of preventable childhood deaths to zero. Their efforts focus on
education, immunization, disease prevention, nutrition, and emergency relief. Now in its 59th year,
collections from hundreds of millions of orange Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF boxes total over $148 million
to bring lifesaving relief to millions of children worldwide.

As a parent, you can support this effort by having your child take their UNICEF box Trick-or-Treating.
Students from the 5th grades are visiting the lower grades this week to explain what UNICEF does as an
organization and how to ask for donations on Halloween. All students should bring their donation
boxes back to school on Monday, November 2nd. The 5th graders will collect the boxes and tally the
school’s total donation. Your child does not need to individually count the money collected but can if
s/he wishes.

You can also use this opportunity to talk to your child about things they take for granted, such as food
and clean water, education, and medical help. You can discuss the lives of kids who live in other parts
of the world and some of the challenges they face. UNICEF has a very good website with information
about the Trick-or-Treat Campaign and their efforts in general, at
http://youth.unicefusa.org/trickortreat. There is additional information written for and by children in
the Voices of Youth section.

Thank you for your help!

--The TCGIS PTO Education Support Committee



The People’s Choice: Chocolate & Tea Fundraiser
Begins!

The TCGIS PTO is teaming up with Equal Exchange to
raise money and make a difference with Equal Exchange's
fundraising program for schools. Through this great
program, we're selling high-quality, organic foods that
people love. Along the way, we have a chance to teach
our kids that our everyday choices make a difference in

[IIIAl

the lives of others, while supporting sustainable farming
methods that help cool our planet. Not bad for a school

OALISETYV YT fundraiser!

Order and Pay online! You can order and pay online in the PTO’s new
online storefront at www.tcgispto.orqg/zencart. If you prefer, you also
order and pay by filling out the envelope that you find in the catalog that
should arrive home in your child’s backpack. Just drop the envelope, along
with your check, in the PTO drop box.

Stock up for the holidays! The money that the PTO raises will help to
fund field trips, buy classroom supplies, and generally augment our school’s
modest budget, so please order generously. Unlike many school fundraisers,
the prices of these products are not artificially inflated. Instead, Equal
Exchange sells to us at cost and allows us to keep all of the profit. It's a
great company, owned by its workers and sustained by its mission, and
we’re proud to take part in this program.

Invite friends and family to participate. Please feel free to forward the
link to our online catalog to any friends or family who might want to make
the ultimate sacrifice and support the TCGIS PTO by buying chocolate.

We will take orders through Monday, November 23. All orders will be
delivered at the school on Tuesday, December 8.

Learn about the farmers! You can find out more about the farmers who
grew these products and about fair-trade and sustainable agriculture by
visiting Equal Exchange's website: . There are
great stories and resources for kids and adults alike.

Don’t let all this paper go to waste! Equal Exchange will reuse the color
catalogs, so please return them to the front desk when you’re finished.

Questions? Contact Leslie Watson or Heidi Zimmermann, or email

fundraising@tcgispto.orqg. Thanks for your support!
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Friday, 11/20, 3:30-5pm &

N in the
v, School Cafeteria vy

*one-of-kind gifts
*buy your Thanksgiving treats
*enjoy a coffee or cider
*something for everyone

1745 University Ave., St. Paul
All proceeds benefit the TCGIS PTO




Sign up now for the
TCGIS Salsa Dance Workshop
with TCGIS parent Beryimar Funk!

K

When: Sunday, November 15, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Where: Germanic American Institute Ballroom

301 Summit Ave., St. Paul
Cost: $15/person suggested donation

(All proceeds benefit the TCGIS PTO.)

2

Please join us for the PTO’s newest Great Gatherings event, a Latin dance
class taught by TCGIS parent Beryimar Funk. Beryimar is a native of
Venezuela who has many years’ experience teaching dance.

The class will be at the GAI ballroom on Sunday, November 15th. Class
starts at 3pm and will end at 5pm, with refreshments and snack served
during break. The class limit is 20, so sign up quickly!

Men and women are welcome. Dress comfortably, but Beryimar does
suggest that women wear a heeled shoe for that muy autentico experience
(not required).

You can sign up online in three ways:

1. Online, via this doodle: http://www.doodle.com/22qgzwifchiy3n3e

2. By filling out a form at the front desk. For method #1 or #2, just
drop off your check, made payable to the TCGIS PTO, in the PTO
drop box.

3. To sign up AND pay online, visit the TCGIS PTO’s new online
store, at http://icgispto.org/zencart. Click on the “Salsa Dance
Class” and you will be taken to an online checkout, where you can
pay securely online with your Paypal account or a credit card.

We hope to see you there. Cha, Cha, Cha!!!



TCGIS Community Craft and Bake Sale

Here is what you need to know:

The event is on Friday, 11/20, from 3:30- 5pm and Saturday, 11/21, from 9am-1pm in the
school cafeteria. Come and enjoy hot cider and a homemade baked item, as well as our
special Velasquez coffee.
The event is free and open to all of our school community and friends.
We are accepting all types of baked goods, homemade canned products, and craft items. Feel
free to bring just one or two of an item — it is not necessary to produce a huge inventory of
items for sale.
Donation drop off:
Craft items - starting on Monday, 11/16 can be brought to the front office put in a specially
marked box.
Baked goodies/canned items - starting on Friday, 11/20 to front office and Saturday,
11/21, drop-off bring directly to sale.
We will need volunteers to help with setup, sales during the event, and clean-up. Please e-
mail Heidi Zimmermann, hzimmermann22@yahoo.com, if you can help.
Your donation may qualify for a tax deduction. Upon request you will be provided a donation
form.
All of the proceeds will go to the TCGIS PTO.

We are counting on our school community to provide the items for the sale! Thank you for
your support and assistance.

Special Instructions for donors:

1. When donating please fill out either a craft donor information slip or a Bake donation slip
and attach to your donation(s). These slips will be near or next to the designated drop-off
box.

2. Craft donors, please indicate on donation slip if your would like unsold items Returned or
Donated to Maskenball Silent Auction.

3. Return Craft items can be picked up at the end of sale or at school on Monday, 11/23 in the
office.

4. Unsold baked items will be donated to a Nursing Home in the neighborhood or can be pick
up at the end of the sale on 11/21

5. Craft donors are welcome to leave business card as well to promote new business or
answer questions from buyers.

6. Craft items should be priced by the donor. Please remember to strike a balance of price to
the value of time and item. We are not looking to sell items over $75, as I'm not sure that
this level of sale would be the best fit for those kinds of special pieces.

7. Baked and canned donations DO NOT NEED TO BE PRICED. We have set up a

suggested price range, but you can feel free to add a suggested price if needed.

Baked items should include an ingredient list, esp. if they contain nuts, milk or eggs.

Packaging:

* Baked goods: Can be packaged in a sellable container or in Cling Wrap, etc.

* Craft items: We will supply tissue paper to wrap item or bags, but if you have other
needs for your craft please supply it with your donation(s).

© ©

E-mail Heidi, hzimmermann22@yahoo.com, if you have any questions.
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