


April 27th, 2010 

Dear Families, 

Announcing New Staff:  I am pleased to announce two hires to the Middle School staff.   Herr 
Uli Koester and Herr Hunter Goetzman will be joining the Middle School staff for the 2010 – 
2011 school year.  Herr Koester and Herr Goetzman will compliment and round out the Middle 
School Team, which also includes Frau Cornelia Fritsche and Frau Katie Stephens.  I look 
forward to announcing hires in Physical Education and Spanish in the near future.   

Many of you may already be familiar with Herr Uli Koester.  He is a native German speaker, 
and certified elementary teacher with many years of classroom experience.  Some of you may 
recognize him through his work in Nutrition Education as the Executive Director and lead 
teacher for the Midwest Food Connection.  In the past Herr Koester has taught programs at Twin 
Cities German Immersion School during Kulturwoche.   We are very fortunate to have him join 
our staff.    Herr Koester will be teaching German and Science.   

Many of you are familiar with Herr Hunter Goetzman through his work this year with 5th grade 
German.  Herr Goetzman has also helped the school in many ways over the past two years.  His 
loyalty and consistency have been crucial to maintaining smooth operations at times of crisis and 
disruption.   Herr Goetzman is currently finishing the process of becoming certified to teach both 
elementary and middle school.  We are fortunate that in addition to being the 5th grade Math 
teacher, Herr Goetzman will also serve as Lead of the Peaceful Playground initiative.  

A special Danke Schön:  Change always brings a tinge of excitement mixed with a tinge of 
sadness.   Each decision that we make to hire one candidate marks the loss of the strengths to be 
gotten from a different job candidate.  The decision to value elementary certification and the 
training that comes with it, came at the cost of not continuing to work with two staff certified as 
K-12 German teachers, both of whom have made enormous contributions to our program.    

Herr Valentin Solakau is known by his students and their parents for his creativity, his 
diligence and his hard work and his use of technology to enhance his curriculum.  His students 
have flourished as German speakers and historians under his guidance.   In addition Herr Solakau 
has served as technical guide and assistance for the less tech-savvy teachers and staff among us.  
The website he has created for 4th grade sets a standard for the rest of us.   

Frau Christina Wunsch will be leaving TCGIS to continue teaching in Germany and to be 
closer to family.  Her lessons always balanced opportunities to have fun and enjoy physical 
activity, while instilling opportunities to develop concrete skills.  Ms. Wunsch consistently 
shows dedication to her students, maintains a high standard, is resourceful and is able to focus on 
the big picture.  Her training and gift in peer mediation have helped plant a seed to grow a 
Conflict Resolution program here at Twin Cities German Immersion.   

Frau Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh is one of our founding directors.  Without her vision for a quality, 
academically strong, immersion focused education; Twin Cities German Immersion School 
would not exist.  Many parents can speak to Marcy’s vision as the foundation that first attracted 
them to the school and helped them trust there would be a school strong and vibrant enough for 
them to risk their children’s education, before that school even existed.   Marcy continues to 
provide leadership this semester in assessment, text book acquisition and curriculum 



documentation, so that all of her wealth of knowledge will not leave with her.   She is looking 
forward to time to focus on health and family.   

Farewell Event for Frau Zachmeier-Ruh: As you will read in the attached letter from Frau 
Zachmeier-Ruh, she will be leaving TCGIS in mid-May.  A reception in her honor, and to thank 
her for the countless contribushe has made to the school, will be held on Monday, May 10th 
beginning at 3:45 PM.  The event will be held here at school and all are welcome to attend.  We 
especially hope that those of you from the early days of Twin Cities German Immersion can join 
us and share a story or two.  In honoring Frau Zachmeier, we will retell and keep alive a vital 
piece of our history as a school and community.   

“Education in a Global Economy: The Importance of the German-American Partnership” 
Special Event to be held on May 15th:  There will be an open house at school from 4:00-6:30 
PM and an open house at the German American Institute (GAI) from 6:00–8:30 PM.  This is the 
first time that three major institutions, with German American connections, are collaborating on 
such an event.  The goal of this event is to build and strengthen connections between our school, 
the GAI, our faithful authorizer, and the German American Chamber of Commerce (GACC).  
This is a very important event for our school and we hope your family will be able to attend at 
least one of the open houses.  The Open House at school will be free of charge and during that 
time we will officially dedicate our new Science Lab, which has been generously funded by the 
GIEF Foundation in honor of Herr Hans Ziesch.  Several of the classrooms will also be open and 
available to tour.  You will receive a flyer next week with more detail, but please plan to put this 
event on our calendar.  Scot Stephenson’s Neue Deutsche Welle singing group and the Twinkler 
violin group will perform here at school.  The event at the GAI costs $15 per person, (children 
are free) and the price includes pizza for kids and hors d’Oeuvres for the adults.  A well-planned 
program will speak to the importance of the German American connection from both business 
and education perspectives.  We hope to have a good representation of our community at the 
German American Institute.  It is important in the ongoing forging of relationships that 
ultimately benefit our school.  Thanks for supporting as you are able. 

 

Please let me know questions and concerns that you have. 

 

Annika Fjelstad 
Director 
Twin Cities German Immersion School 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Dear TCGIS Families. 
 
Thank you all for your continuing prayers, support and well wishes during my cancer journey.  
The chemotherapy treatments have been relatively tolerable and the results have been pretty 
positive overall. I have now finished the first round of chemo and am scheduled for surgery in 
mid-May.  Due to the 4-6 week recuperation period, followed by six weeks of radiation therapy, 
the school year will be over before I am able to resume working, so I will not be returning to 
TCGIS before summer break. 
 
Actually, I will not be returning to TCGIS next fall either.  The creation and nurturing of this 
school have been a top priority for me for the past seven years, but I must now focus my 
energies elsewhere. As a ‘professional German’, I have spent my entire career in two different 
worlds linguistically, but it’s much tougher to do this geographically and emotionally. For too 
long, my life has been divided between my ‘home family’ south of Lakeville and my ‘school 
family’ in St. Paul, and I can no longer continue to do this.  I have been contemplating this 
situation for over a year, torn between what my heart feels and what my head has been telling 
me makes sense.  Second language acquisition and teaching German are my areas of 
expertise, but with my auto-immune disease and now cancer, I have been increasingly unable 
to function at an energy level that meets my expectations of myself.  Recent discussions with 
Annika about restructuring 5th and 6th grade convinced me that the timing is now right for me to 
say goodbye. 
 
This was a hard step for me to take, as I can hardly imagine life without TCGIS.  Each of you 
has enriched my life in so many different ways, and I am grateful for the experiences we have 
shared.  I will miss all of you – students, parents and colleagues – enormously.  However, I am 
confident that Twin Cities German Immersion School will continue to thrive, as our leadership 
and fantastic teaching staff are dedicated to the philosophy upon which this school was 
founded.  So many of you have gone well beyond reasonable expectations to make TCGIS a 
unique learning environment for our children.  I regret that I will no longer be able to work 
together with you in this process, but know that it will continue forward without me.  I want to 
thank all of you for trusting in the vision that has become TCGIS.  In a variety of different ways 
-- from the initial planning stages, as Director of Curriculum, as K-4 immersion specialist and 
finally as 5th grade German teacher -- I have been able to share with you my dreams for our 
German immersion school.  Thank you to everyone who believed in me and supported me to 
make many of them come true.  
 
I’m not sure yet what I will be doing after this, but I have a strong feeling that whatever it is, it 
will find me.  Right now, I need a slower paced environment in which to heal, and I will be 
taking some time to do this well.  I have been given the gift of a positive prognosis for the 
future, and I must do everything I can to take advantage of this opportunity to lead a full and 
healthy life.   
 
Although we are officially leaving TCGIS, my daughter Tia (4th grade) and I hope to maintain 
regular contact with the wonderful friends that have made here. We are looking forward to 
many play dates and ‘Kaffee Klatches’ in the months and years to come. The drive to St. Paul 
will be much more enjoyable when it’s not every day!    Take care, keep in touch, and 
THANK YOU for giving me the opportunity to share my vision with you and your children. 
 

Marcy  Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh  



2010	
  TCGIS	
  Board	
  Candidates	
  

The	
  election	
  for	
  the	
  three	
  open	
  seats	
  on	
  the	
  TCGIS	
  Board	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  this	
  year	
  on:	
  

Thursday,	
  May	
  20th	
  

We	
  are	
  pleased	
  to	
  announce	
  that	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  6	
  candidates	
  running	
  for	
  election	
  to	
  the	
  TCGIS	
  
School	
  Board	
  on	
  Thursday	
  May	
  20th.	
  	
  Each	
  candidate	
  brings	
  unique	
  qualifications	
  and	
  their	
  
submitted	
  statements	
  are	
  below.	
  	
  The	
  candidates	
  are	
  being	
  invited	
  to	
  the	
  May	
  3rd	
  PTO	
  meeting	
  
at	
  the	
  school	
  at	
  6:30pm	
  and	
  to	
  Kaffeeklatsch	
  on	
  Friday,	
  May	
  14th	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  candidates.	
  	
  We	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  read	
  through	
  the	
  
candidate’s	
  statements	
  and	
  come	
  to	
  either	
  the	
  PTO	
  meeting	
  or	
  the	
  kaffeeklatsch,	
  or	
  both,	
  for	
  a	
  
chance	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  them	
  better.	
  	
  

Eric	
  Hauth-­‐Schmid	
  (TCGIS	
  parent	
  community	
  member)	
  
I	
  am	
  honored	
  by	
  your	
  consideration	
  of	
  me	
  as	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  
interested	
  in	
  serving	
  as	
  a	
  board	
  member	
  to	
  help	
  guide	
  and	
  support	
  the	
  leadership,	
  the	
  staff	
  and	
  
parent	
  volunteers	
  in	
  securing	
  the	
  long-­‐term	
  success	
  of	
  TCGIS.	
  	
  Over	
  the	
  past	
  two	
  years,	
  I	
  have	
  
been	
  an	
  active	
  volunteer	
  for	
  TCGIS	
  focused	
  on	
  building	
  new	
  strategic	
  partnerships	
  with	
  
Minnesota	
  business,	
  education	
  and	
  political	
  leaders.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  parent	
  of	
  twins	
  in	
  3B,	
  I	
  know	
  how	
  
special	
  TCGIS	
  is	
  for	
  our	
  kids	
  and	
  our	
  community.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
However,	
  TCGIS	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  given.	
  	
  Its	
  success	
  and	
  even	
  survival	
  in	
  this	
  funding	
  climate	
  is	
  earned	
  
every	
  week	
  by	
  the	
  staff,	
  the	
  teachers,	
  and	
  the	
  parent	
  community.	
  
	
  	
  
I	
  have	
  been	
  involved	
  on	
  several	
  committees	
  of	
  TCGIS	
  and	
  through	
  this	
  experience	
  deepened	
  my	
  
understanding	
  of	
  both	
  the	
  opportunities	
  and	
  challenges	
  that	
  lie	
  ahead:	
  	
  My	
  volunteer	
  work	
  for	
  
TCGIS	
  includes:	
  
	
  	
  

• Serving	
  as	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Director	
  Selection	
  Committee,	
  which	
  evaluated,	
  
interviewed	
  and	
  recommended	
  to	
  the	
  board	
  its	
  eventual	
  hire	
  of	
  Annika	
  Fjelstad.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
• Currently	
  serving	
  on	
  the	
  Grants/External	
  Relations	
  Committee	
  and	
  working	
  to	
  

create	
  new	
  financial	
  support	
  for	
  TCGIS,	
  which	
  is	
  critical	
  in	
  this	
  funding	
  climate.	
  
	
  

• Co-­‐founding	
  the	
  High	
  School/Secondary	
  School	
  Research	
  Committee,	
  which	
  is	
  
working	
  with	
  other	
  partners	
  throughout	
  the	
  Twin	
  Cities	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  new	
  immersion	
  
language/international	
  secondary	
  school.	
  

	
  
As	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Board,	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  being	
  an	
  even	
  stronger	
  advocate	
  for	
  our	
  
amazing	
  school.	
  	
  Thank	
  you!	
  

	
  

Renee	
  Moelders	
  (TCGIS	
  parent	
  community	
  member)	
  
My	
  name	
  is	
  Renee	
  Moelders,	
  and	
  I	
  currently	
  have	
  a	
  son	
  in	
  Kindergarten	
  at	
  TCGIS	
  and	
  a	
  two	
  year	
  
old	
  who	
  wishes	
  she	
  was	
  already	
  in	
  Kindergarten!	
  I	
  met	
  my	
  German	
  husband	
  in	
  my	
  hometown	
  of	
  
Baton	
  Rouge,	
  Louisiana,	
  where	
  I	
  was	
  working	
  in	
  a	
  small	
  community	
  bank	
  operations	
  center	
  and	
  



he	
  was	
  finishing	
  his	
  doctoral	
  research	
  in	
  mechanical	
  engineering	
  at	
  LSU’s	
  synchrotron	
  research	
  
center.	
  In	
  May	
  of	
  2009	
  after	
  10	
  years	
  in	
  the	
  Boston	
  area,	
  we	
  relocated	
  to	
  St	
  Paul;	
  our	
  welcome	
  
into	
  the	
  TCGIS	
  community	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  essential	
  and	
  wonderful	
  part	
  of	
  settling	
  in	
  and	
  making	
  
this	
  our	
  home.	
  In	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  give	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  TCGIS	
  community,	
  and	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  ensuring	
  its	
  
future	
  success,	
  I	
  would	
  be	
  honored	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  team	
  of	
  Board	
  members	
  supporting	
  the	
  school.	
  

I	
  am	
  currently	
  Controller	
  for	
  DS&B,	
  Ltd,	
  a	
  Minneapolis	
  public	
  accounting	
  firm.	
  My	
  12+	
  years	
  of	
  
experience	
  in	
  managing	
  finance,	
  human	
  resources,	
  information	
  technology	
  and	
  administration	
  
in	
  both	
  corporate	
  and	
  school	
  environments	
  has	
  given	
  me	
  the	
  knowledge	
  and	
  experience	
  
necessary	
  to	
  positively	
  influence	
  the	
  daily	
  operations	
  and	
  strategic	
  vision	
  of	
  TCGIS.	
  I	
  feel	
  I	
  would	
  
be	
  an	
  asset	
  to	
  the	
  amazing	
  team	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  currently	
  on	
  the	
  Board,	
  and	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  
the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  serve.	
  

	
  Anita	
  Ratwik	
  (interested	
  community	
  member)	
  
From	
  the	
  earliest	
  rumors,	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  excited	
  about	
  the	
  prospect	
  of	
  a	
  German	
  immersion	
  school	
  
and	
  have	
  watched	
  it	
  evolve.	
  	
  I	
  would	
  enjoy	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  board	
  and	
  school.	
  

My	
  own	
  experience	
  includes	
  18	
  years	
  teaching	
  German	
  at	
  Ramsey	
  Junior	
  High	
  School,	
  including	
  
12	
  years	
  teaching	
  the	
  class	
  for	
  students	
  flunking	
  school.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  retired	
  from	
  the	
  St.	
  Paul	
  Public	
  
schools	
  and	
  have	
  extensive	
  background	
  teaching	
  diverse	
  students,	
  particularly	
  at	
  the	
  junior	
  high	
  
school	
  level.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  presented	
  national	
  and	
  state	
  conference	
  sessions	
  for	
  over	
  20	
  years	
  on	
  
meeting	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  all	
  students.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  extensive	
  background	
  living	
  and	
  teaching	
  in	
  the	
  
neighborhood	
  where	
  TCGIS	
  is	
  located.	
  

I	
  have	
  been	
  active	
  in	
  many	
  professional	
  organizations,	
  including	
  the	
  national	
  organizations	
  
American	
  Council	
  on	
  the	
  Teaching	
  of	
  Foreign	
  Languages	
  (ACTFL)	
  and	
  the	
  state	
  chapter,	
  
Minnesota	
  Council	
  on	
  the	
  Teaching	
  of	
  Languages	
  and	
  Cultures	
  (MCTLC),	
  the	
  American	
  
Association	
  of	
  Teachers	
  of	
  German	
  (AATG),	
  and	
  the	
  state	
  chapter,	
  Minnesota	
  AATG.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  
on	
  the	
  boards	
  and	
  chaired	
  and	
  co-­‐chaired	
  many	
  committees	
  within	
  these	
  organizations.	
  	
  I	
  
received	
  the	
  prestigious	
  Emma	
  Birkmaier	
  Award	
  and	
  the	
  Pro	
  Lingua	
  Award	
  from	
  MCTLC.	
  	
  The	
  
MnAATG	
  named	
  me	
  2002	
  Teacher	
  of	
  the	
  Year.	
  	
  MCTLC	
  voted	
  me	
  their	
  candidate	
  to	
  the	
  regional	
  
level	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  ACTFL	
  Teacher	
  of	
  the	
  Year	
  in	
  2002.	
  

In	
  2002,	
  I	
  founded	
  Minnesota	
  New	
  Visions	
  in	
  Action	
  to	
  address	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  language	
  
teaching	
  profession.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  become	
  the	
  primary	
  lobbying	
  and	
  advocating	
  body	
  for	
  world	
  
language	
  teaching	
  in	
  Minnesota,	
  attracting	
  national	
  attention.	
  

Lisa	
  Friedman	
  (parent	
  community	
  member)	
  
Our	
  family	
  has	
  two	
  children	
  at	
  TCGIS,	
  Benjamin	
  and	
  Sam	
  Schneider	
  (2B	
  &	
  KB),	
  who	
  thrive	
  in	
  the	
  
unique	
  environment	
  of	
  our	
  school.	
  In	
  the	
  past	
  3	
  years,	
  we	
  have	
  supported	
  the	
  school	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  
of	
  ways:	
  hosting	
  an	
  intern,	
  PTO	
  activities	
  and	
  committees,	
  the	
  technology	
  committee,	
  and	
  others.	
  
Currently	
  I	
  chair	
  the	
  PTO's	
  Educational	
  Support	
  Committee	
  and	
  have	
  been	
  a	
  volunteer	
  clerk	
  for	
  
the	
  TCGIS	
  Board.	
  I	
  am	
  also	
  a	
  Board	
  member	
  of	
  my	
  local	
  Eastside	
  Food	
  Coop	
  and	
  treasurer	
  of	
  my	
  
neighborhood	
  association.	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  exciting	
  and	
  critical	
  time	
  for	
  TCGIS,	
  as	
  it	
  grows	
  into	
  a	
  Middle	
  
School,	
  establishes	
  a	
  cohesive	
  staff	
  and	
  curriculum	
  with	
  its	
  new	
  director,	
  and	
  builds	
  community	
  
with	
  an	
  ever-­‐growing	
  circle	
  of	
  students	
  and	
  families.	
  Professionally,	
  as	
  an	
  ordained	
  parish	
  
minister,	
  I	
  have	
  extensive	
  experience	
  with	
  volunteer	
  boards	
  and	
  committees,	
  budget	
  planning	
  and	
  
fundraising,	
  and	
  personnel	
  support	
  in	
  small,	
  growing	
  institutions.	
  I	
  am	
  familiar	
  with	
  Board	
  
governance	
  and	
  process,	
  and	
  understand	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  good	
  communication,	
  especially	
  in	
  



times	
  of	
  change.	
  I	
  have	
  provided	
  leadership	
  to	
  congregations	
  as	
  they	
  have	
  grown	
  from	
  one	
  size	
  to	
  
another	
  and	
  made	
  intentional	
  changes	
  in	
  their	
  organizational	
  culture	
  and	
  structure.	
  I	
  understand	
  
that	
  a	
  budget	
  is	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  philosophy	
  and	
  values.	
  In	
  the	
  next	
  few	
  years,	
  TCGIS	
  needs	
  to	
  
navigate	
  difficult	
  financial	
  times,	
  while	
  remaining	
  true	
  to	
  its	
  educational	
  vision.	
  It	
  needs	
  to	
  
continue	
  to	
  build	
  upon	
  its	
  strengths	
  and	
  to	
  cultivate	
  a	
  strong	
  community	
  of	
  students,	
  teachers,	
  
staff	
  and	
  parents	
  who	
  are	
  working	
  together	
  toward	
  the	
  same	
  goals.	
  I	
  feel	
  that	
  the	
  Board	
  is	
  where	
  I	
  
can	
  best	
  offer	
  my	
  experience	
  and	
  skills	
  in	
  supporting	
  the	
  school	
  through	
  these	
  important	
  years.	
  

Clinton	
  Gerner	
  (parent	
  community	
  member)	
  
My	
  name	
  is	
  Clinton	
  Gerner	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  interested	
  in	
  serving	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  for	
  the	
  Twin	
  
Cities	
  German	
  Immersion	
  School.	
  	
  Let	
  me	
  start	
  by	
  saying	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  thankful	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  
to	
  be	
  so	
  closely	
  involved	
  with	
  my	
  daughter’s	
  school	
  and	
  its	
  governance.	
  	
  My	
  daughter	
  attends	
  
Frau	
  Cooper’s	
  1st	
  Grade	
  Class	
  and	
  have	
  I	
  seen	
  the	
  incredible	
  impact	
  that	
  a	
  multilingual	
  education	
  
has	
  had	
  on	
  my	
  daughter.	
  	
  She	
  has	
  grown	
  both	
  socially	
  and	
  academically	
  while	
  attending	
  TCGIS	
  
and	
  I	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  in	
  great	
  part	
  due	
  to	
  not	
  only	
  the	
  fantastic	
  teachers	
  and	
  staff,	
  but	
  a	
  program	
  that	
  
encourages	
  multilingual	
  learning.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  opportunity	
  that	
  was	
  not	
  readily	
  available	
  to	
  
children	
  when	
  I	
  attended	
  grade	
  school	
  two	
  decades	
  ago.	
  

Growing	
  up,	
  I	
  saw	
  my	
  German	
  heritage	
  traded	
  in	
  and	
  forgotten.	
  	
  When	
  I	
  saw	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  not	
  
only	
  re-­‐introduce	
  this	
  rich	
  heritage	
  to	
  my	
  daughter	
  but	
  also	
  to	
  educate	
  her	
  in	
  a	
  system	
  that	
  so	
  
closely	
  involves	
  parents,	
  faculty,	
  and	
  students,	
  I	
  jumped	
  at	
  it.	
  	
  TCGIS	
  has	
  gone	
  beyond	
  just	
  being	
  
a	
  school	
  to	
  create	
  an	
  educational	
  community	
  truly	
  invested	
  in	
  their	
  children.	
  	
  Professionally,	
  I	
  
am	
  a	
  financial	
  planner	
  and	
  small	
  business	
  owner.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  also	
  a	
  former	
  US	
  Marine	
  Non-­‐
Commissioned	
  Officer.	
  	
  In	
  both	
  professions	
  I	
  had	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  leader,	
  teacher,	
  and	
  decision	
  
maker.	
  	
  I	
  believe	
  this	
  skill	
  set,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  experience	
  previously	
  serving	
  on	
  non-­‐profit	
  boards	
  will	
  
lend	
  itself	
  well	
  to	
  my	
  being	
  of	
  service	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  its	
  students.	
  

Ursula	
  Lentz	
  (interested	
  community	
  member)	
  
Benjamin	
  Disraeli’s	
  quote	
  “Upon	
  the	
  education	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  this	
  country,	
  the	
  fate	
  of	
  this	
  
country	
  depends”	
  is	
  more	
  relevant	
  to	
  American	
  education	
  today	
  as	
  it	
  may	
  have	
  been	
  to	
  
education	
  issues	
  in	
  19th	
  century	
  England.	
  	
  The	
  message	
  it	
  conveys	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  core	
  of	
  the	
  many	
  
education	
  initiatives	
  that	
  seek	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  our	
  children	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  thrive,	
  collaborate	
  and	
  
compete	
  in	
  a	
  global	
  economy	
  and	
  a	
  very	
  flat	
  world.	
  

What	
  is	
  missing	
  from	
  those	
  initiatives	
  is	
  a	
  concerted	
  effort	
  to	
  bring	
  languages	
  into	
  the	
  
curriculum	
  in	
  a	
  significant	
  way.	
  Since	
  its	
  beginning,	
  Twin	
  Cities	
  German	
  Immersion	
  School	
  has	
  
provided	
  students	
  a	
  unique	
  opportunity	
  for	
  global	
  competence	
  and	
  academic	
  excellence	
  
through	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  dedicated	
  staff	
  and	
  supportive	
  parents.	
  	
  

My	
  interest	
  in	
  working	
  (hopefully)	
  with	
  the	
  board,	
  aside	
  from	
  my	
  personal	
  goal	
  to	
  keep	
  German	
  
from	
  becoming	
  a	
  less-­‐commonly	
  taught	
  language	
  (LCTL),	
  is	
  to	
  use	
  my	
  expertise	
  in	
  language	
  
teaching,	
  developing	
  assessments,	
  and	
  consulting	
  work	
  with	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  schools	
  and	
  programs	
  
to	
  ensure	
  that	
  TCGIS	
  graduates	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  smooth	
  transition	
  to	
  secondary	
  school	
  
without	
  negatively	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  German	
  they	
  acquired.	
  	
  

Language	
  learning	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  life	
  long	
  interest	
  for	
  me,	
  perhaps	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  immigration	
  with	
  
my	
  family	
  from	
  Ulm.	
  My	
  husband,	
  John,	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  six	
  grown	
  children	
  and	
  are	
  involved	
  and	
  
interested	
  in	
  educational	
  issues	
  as	
  our	
  grandchildren	
  approach	
  school	
  age.	
  I	
  would	
  be	
  honored	
  
for	
  your	
  consideration	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  board.	
  	
  



 

News from our Sonnenscheinzimmer 
Anne Kile, Jennifer Nieters, Denise Stegmann 651-492-7106 ext. 113  

 
Special Education Advisory Committee News 

  

The TCGIS Special Education Advisory Committee met on Monday, April 
12. We discussed different ways of supporting students with special needs in 
our community and how to improve the services offered by the special ed. 
department. Three main areas were discussed: fundraisers for the 
department, improvement of the room-set up, and publicity. 
  

The committee considered different options to raise funds, look for details 
this fall! We also hope for some help with the decoration of our rooms and 
plan to have a work day towards to end of summer break. Help from anyone 
with experience or ideas for murals would be much appreciated. 
  

In addition to that we are planning to have a frequent column in the 
Elternbrief, informing you about special education related topics that we 
think could be of interest to you.  
  

The next committee meeting is planned for August 18 at 6:00 pm in order to 
work on the planning of the different activities. Please join us, if you can! 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





First, we’re building important relationships with parents of other immersion programs 
through the Minnesota Advocates for Immersion Network (MAIN) and with the University 
of Minnesota’s Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition (CARLA).  
 
Second, our outreach efforts to the local immersion community have been complemented by 
outreach to representatives of the German government.  Members of the HSRG have 
recently met with Gert Wilhelm (German Language Advisor and Coordinator for German 
schools in the US), Onno Hueckmann (German Consul General from Chicago), Heino 
Beckmann (former Honorary Consul in the Twin Cities) and Christa Tiefenbacher –Hudson 
(new Honorary Consul in the Twin Cities).  All were very interested in the idea of an 
international high school and have offered their enthusiastic support.  Like us, they would 
love to see German immersion continue into the high school years, allowing kids that 
choose such a path the opportunity to really master the German language. 

 
If you would like more information about our activities, or would like to know what you can 
do to help us move this idea forward, please contact any one of us—we’d love to hear from   
you! 

 
 
Eric Hauth-Schmid 
Rebecca Hauth-Schmid 
Juergen Konczak 
Leslie Watson 
Nancy Bostrom 







Ruhland’s Strudel Fundraiser – Frozen fresh and ready to bake! 
Perfect for easy meals and elegant entertaining! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order by: Wednesday, May 5 

 

Pickup: Thursday May 20 between 3:00 and 5:30 pm at TCGIS   

Strudel will arrive frozen and be available for pick-up from 3:00 to 5 pm at the school. Look for 

us in the parking lot or inside the school.  If you can’t make it, ask a friend to pick up your order 

for you! 

To order: Complete the order form and put it in the PTO drop box at the front desk along with your  

check, made payable to “TCGIS PTO.” Or use the PTO online store www.tcgispto.org/zencart 
to place your order.  E-mail Sue Westacott, burke007@umn.edu with questions. 

  

Sweet Strudels - Serves 5-8 

Using a locally made puff pastry, these amazing Strudels are made from scratch, using the freshest and 

finest ingredients available. Each strudel is approximately 15” long. 

 

1.  Apple Strudel - $15.00   Made with Haralson Apples from Pepin Heights Orchard in Lake City, our 

strudel is perfectly matched with the right balance of cinnamon and sugar. 

2.  Strawberry-Rhubarb Strudel  - $15.00   Made from locally grown rhubarb and strawberries combined 

with the perfect balance of sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg. 

3.  Raspberry-Rhubarb Strudel – $15.00 Made from locally grown rhubarb and raspberries combined with 

the perfect balance of sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg. 

4.  Cranberry-Cherry Cheese Strudel - $15.00  Tart cranberries and pie cherries combined with a cream 

cheese filling creates a wonderful balance of sweet sour.   This is a lovely finish to any dinner, as a stand 

alone dessert or  breakfast pastry. 

5.  Pear-Ginger Strudel  - $15.00  A wonderful combination of sweet Bartlett pears, brown sugar and ginger 

wrapped in a flakey puff pastry. Back by popular demand! 

 

Savory Strudels - Serves 5-8 

Not just for dessert anymore, our Savory Strudels are a perfect match for the hearty appetite. 

Each strudel is approximately 15” long. 
1.  Spinach, Feta, Artichoke Heart and Roasted Red Pepper Strudel - $20.00  Mozzarella, ricotta, 

Parmesan, lemon, mint and garlic round off this wonderful and hearty strudel. 

2.  Chicken Marinara Mozzarella Strudel - $20.00 Chicken, mozzarella, parmesan, marinara sauce and 

spices baked to perfection inside puff pastry. 

3.  Reuben Strudel  - $20.00  Corned Beef, sauerkraut, Swiss cheese and Thousand Island dressing make 

this a favorite of many. 

4.  Strudel Lorraine -  $20.00  Breakfast never tasted so good.  Eggs, cream, spinach, and Swiss cheese are 

skillfully combined to create this unique and delicious strudel. Another vegetarian option for brunch! 

5.  Salmon Duxelles - $25 The freshest salmon seasonally available is added to a sauté of diced mushrooms 

and shallots teamed with chardonnay and cream and then finished off with roasted red peppers.  

At Ruhland’s Strudel Haus we pride ourselves in providing our 
customers with creative artisanal food that is of premium quality 
and yet so easy to prepare. Each of our strudels is handmade 
using the freshest and finest ingredients available. Our strudels go 
from the freezer to the oven and in about 45 minutes - you have 
love on a plate.  Locally made in Eagan, MN – 
www.thestrudelhaus.com  

http://www.tcgispto.org/zencart
mailto:burke007@umn.edu
http://www.thestrudelhaus.com/


Orders due:  Wednesday, May 5

Pickup:         Thursday May 20 between 3:00 and 5:30 pm at TCGIS  

Put completed order form, along with check payable to TCGIS PTO, in PTO drop box 

at school or order online using the PTO store www.tcgispto.org/zencart

Strudels will be delivered frozen and will be available for pick-up at the school

Name:  ______________________________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________

Phone:  ______________________________________________

Strudel Variety Quantity Price per Strudel Subtotal

Sweet Strudel 

1. Apple x $15

2. Strawberry Rhubarb x $15

3. Raspberry Rhubarb x $15

4. Cranberry-Cherry Cheese x $15

5. Pear Ginger x $15

Savory Strudel x $20

1. Spinach-Artichoke x $20

2. Chicken Marinara x $20

3. Rueben x $20

4. Strudel Lorraine x $20

5. Salmon Duxelles x $25

TOTAL DUE

* TCGIS PTO receives 30% of the total sales amount to support classroom activities, 

teacher/staff appreciation events, community events and parent outreach.

TCGIS PTO Ruhland's Strudel Fundraiser*

ORDER FORM



TCGIS Merchandise  Spring 2010 
 

 
 

 
All order forms must be returned to the school by Thursday, May 6th, 2010 
 
Please make checks payable to "TCGIS PTO". 
 
Your purchase supports our school and increases our visibility. 
VIELEN DANK! 
 
If you have questions, please contact Silke Moeller 612.709.5593 or smoeller@umn.edu  
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Kids’ Polo shirts, short sleeved 

• 6oz Ringspun Cotton Pique Polo 
 

• Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
 

• Colors: Green, Pink, Blue, Navy, Wine, White 
 

• Small embroidered TCGIS name on front    

Price:  $15.00 
 
 

Green 

Navy 

Blue 

Pink 

White 

Wine 



Kids’ T-shirt dyed, short sleeved 

• Sizes: XXS, XS, S, M, L 
 

• Colors: Poppy, Flamingo, Denim, Bay, Willow 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

Price:  $10.00 

Poppy Flamingo 

Denim Bay 

Willow 



Womens’ T-shirt dyed, short sleeved 

• Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL (add $2 for 2XL) 
 

• Colors:  Celery, Bay, Chili (Red), Pink, Goldenrod 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

Price:  $12.50 ($14.50) 

Bay 

Golden-
rod 

Pink Chili Celery 



Mens’ T-shirt dyed, short sleeve 

• Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL (add $2 for 2XL, $3 for 3XL)  
 

• Colors:  Willow, Denim, Henna, Mocha, Bay 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

Price:  $12.50 ($14.50/$15.50) 

Bay 

Mocha 

Henna Denim 

Willow 



Kids’ sweater  

 
• 10 oz., 95/5 cotton/poly. Preshrunk. Set-in sleeves. 2x1 rib on collar, cuffs and relaxed 

waistband. Coverseamed collar and waist hem 
 

• Sizes: XS, S, M, L 
 

• Colors:  Denim, Orange, Red, Periwinkle 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

Price:  $18.00 
 

Denim Orange Red Peri- 
winkle 



Adults’ sweater dyed 

• Pigment-dyed Boxy Sweatshirt, 100% cotton,  with open hemmed bottom and cuffs, boxy 
styling 
  

• Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL (add $2 for 2XL)  
 

• Colors:  Celery, Denim, Mocha, Goldenrod (Yellow), Poppy (Red), Plum, Yam, Lilac 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

Price:  $22.00 ($24.00) 
 

Celery Denim Mocha 

Poppy 
(Red) 

Plum Yam 

Golden- 
rod 

Lilac 



ADULTS’ hooded sweater dyed 

• Pigment-dyed Boxy Sweatshirt, 100% cotton,  with open 
hemmed bottom and cuffs, Jersey-lined drawstring hood, boxy 
styling 
  

• Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL (add $2 for 2XL)  
 

• Colors:  Denim, Clover, Goldenrod, Yam, Watermelon, Denim 
 

• White TCGIS logo imprint on front  

 
Price:  $28.00 ($30.00) 
 
 



TCGIS MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM Spring 2010TCGIS MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM Spring 2010

Quantity Size Color Alternative Color Total CostQ y

$15 00KIDS' Polo shirt short slee ed $15.00KIDS' Polo shirt, short sleeved
Colors: Green, Pink, Blue, Navy, Wine, WhiteColors: Green, Pink, Blue, Navy, Wine, White
Sizes: S, M, L, XLSizes: S, M, L, XL 

$10 00KIDS' T-SHIRT dyed short sleeved $10.00KIDS  T-SHIRT dyed, short sleeved
Colors: Poppy Flamingo (Pink) Denim Bay WillowColors: Poppy, Flamingo (Pink), Denim, Bay, Willow
Sizes: XXS, XS, S, M, L , , , ,

LADIES' T SHIRT d d h t l d $12 50 ($14 50)LADIES' T-SHIRT dyed, short sleeved $12.50 ($14.50)y ( )
Colors: Celery, Bay, Chili (Red), Pink, Goldenrod (Yellow)Colors: Celery, Bay, Chili (Red), Pink, Goldenrod (Yellow)
Sizes: S M L XL 2XL (add $2 for 2XL)Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL (add $2 for 2XL)

MENS' T-SHIRT dyed, short sleeved $12.50 ($14.50/$15.50)MENS  T SHIRT dyed, short sleeved
Colors: Willow Denim Henna Mocha Bay

$12.50 ($14.50/$15.50)
Colors: Willow, Denim, Henna, Mocha, Bay
Sizes: S M L XL 2XL 3XL (add $2 for 2XL 3$ for 3XL)Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL (add $2 for 2XL, 3$ for 3XL)

KIDS' SWEATER crewneck $18 00KIDS' SWEATER crewneck $18.00
C l (Kid i ) D i O R d P i i klColors (Kids sizes): Denim, Orange, Red, Periwinkle( ) g
Sizes: S, M, L (add $2 for adult sizes: AS, AM, AL)Sizes: S, M, L (add $2 for adult sizes: AS, AM, AL)

ADULTS' SWEATER k d d $22 00 ($24 00)ADULTS' SWEATER crewneck, dyed $22.00 ($24.00)
Colors: Celery, Denim, Mocha, Godenrod  (Yellow), Poppy (Red), Plum, Yam, Colors: Celery, Denim, Mocha, Godenrod  (Yellow), Poppy (Red), Plum, Yam, 
LilacLilac

ADULTS' HOODED SWEATSHIRT dyed $28 00 ($30 00)ADULTS' HOODED SWEATSHIRT, dyed $28.00 ($30.00)
Colors: Denim, Clover (Green), Denim, Goldenrod (Yellow), Yam, , ( ), , ( ), ,
Watermelon (Red), Periwinkle (Light Blue)Watermelon (Red), Periwinkle (Light Blue)

NameName

P id (f i t l )Paid  (for internal use)
Kids' name/ClassKids  name/Class

PhonePhone

Please make checks payable to "TCGIS PTO"Please make checks payable to TCGIS PTO .
All order forms must be returned to the school by Thursday May 6th 2010All order forms must be returned to the school by Thursday May 6th, 2010

Your purchase supports our school and increases our visibility.p pp y
VIELEN DANK! If you have questions, please contact via email: smoeller@umn.edu (Silke Möller)VIELEN DANK! If you have questions, please contact via email: smoeller@umn.edu (Silke Möller)
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